November 13, 2025 RENTAL SCAMS

Reading Police say rental scams are on the rise.

"Often, when it seems too good to be true, it's normally the case," said Reading Police
Sgt. Trevor Atkins, who says they've had numerous reports of people dealing with
fraudulent rental ads.

Reading Police recently posted a warning on social media about these rental scams.
Sgt. Atkins says police are seeing a lot more of them as of late.

"They'll post pictures and then maybe put a price that's too good to be true, so they get
more attention to that and then they really pressure people to put the money down,"
Atkins said.

These ads are popping up on social media and on Zillow. Sometimes they have
suspicious payment methods like Cash App, Zelle or gift cards.

Atkins and Byrne say take the extra steps to verify if the post is real before sending
money.

"The County of Berks has the assessment tool, a parcel assessment tool, that you can
go on, search the address of the property that you're looking into and see who owns it,
see if that name is connected to the person that's advertising," said Byrne.

"The best way to avoid this, potentially becoming a victim, is to try to see the property in
person," Atkins added.
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