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BERKS COUNTY DETECTIVES 

MISSION 
The mission of the Berks County District Attorney’s Detective Unit is to investigate crimes, 

enforce the law, assist local, state and federal law enforcement agencies, and support quality 

public safety by delivering respectful, professional and dependable investigative services. 

BERKS COUNTY SERVICES CENTER 

633 COURT STREET, 15TH FLOOR 

READING, PENNSYLVANIA 

610-478-7171 

 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY: JOHN T. ADAMS 

CHIEF COUNTY DETECTIVE: MICHAEL J. GOMBAR 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: AMY L. 

SUNDSTROM 

CRIME LIEUTENANT: TODD E. TRUPP 

NARCOTIC LIEUTENANT: NELSON ORTIZ 

DETECTIVES: 33 

COMPUTER FORENSIC ANALYSTS: 2 

SUPPORT STAFF: 4 



     I  a m p rou d  a nd  ho no r ed  a s  t he  C h ie f  C o un ty  Detec t i ve  o f  Ber k s  C o un ty  
to  p r esent  t h e  2017  Ann u al  Rep o r t  fo r  t h e  Berk s  Co un t y  D is t r ic t  At to rney ’ s  
Detec t i ve  Un i t .   Th i s  r epo r t  w i l l  p rov id e  a  sna p sho t  o f  th e  h a r d  wor k  an d  
a c h ievem en t s  o f  t h e  m en  a n d  wo m en  o f  o u r  d etec t i ve  u n i t .    
 
     T he  Berk s  C o un t y  Detec t i ves  a re  a l l  exp er ienced  inves t ig a to r s .   Ma ny  o f  
o u r  d etec t i ves  wer e  rec ru i ted  a s  t he  “ bes t  o f  th e  b es t ”  f ro m ot h er  
m u n ic ip a l  a nd  s ta te  law  enfor cemen t  ag enc ies .   Ou r  d etec t i ve  un i t  i s  
c o m pr i sed  o f  t h i r t y - t h r ee  d etec t i ves ,  ea ch  w i t h  a n  ave r a ge  o f  ove r  t wen t y  
yea r s  o f  l aw  enfo rc em en t   exp er ien ce .   I n  a d d i t io n ,  we  a r e  su pp o r ted  by  s ix  
h igh ly  t r a ined  c i v i l i a n s  w i t h  d i s t in c t  a r ea s  o f  exp er ience .   Ou r  c i v i l i an  s ta f f  
a r e  a n  essen t ia l  p a r t  i n  o u r  d a i l y  o p er a t io ns .    
 
     I  wa nt  to  ex pr ess  my  s inc e re  a p p rec ia t ion  to  th e  m emb er s  o f  o u r  
d etec t i ve  un i t ,  bo t h  swo rn  an d  c i v i l i a n ,  w h o  s t r i ve  eve r y  d ay,  o f ten  und er  
d i f f i c u l t  a nd  s t ress f u l  c i rc u m st a nces ,  fo r  se r v in g  th e  p eop le  o f  B erk s  
C o u n t y .  
 
     I  inv i te  yo u  to  rev iew  ou r  r epo r t  a nd  I  we lcom e  a ny  q u es t io ns  o r  
c o m m en t s .  
 
S in c e r e l y,  
 
Michael  J .  Gombar 

 
C h ie f  C o u n t y  Detec t i ve  

 

 

FROM THE CHIEF   MICHAEL J. GOMBAR 
          C H IEF  C O U NT Y  D ETEC T IV E  
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The Cr iminal  Invest igat ion Sect ion is  compr ised of  two d is t inct  ent i t ies ,  Forens ic  Ser v ices  and 
Cr iminal  Invest igat ions .  Detect i ves  f rom the  Cr iminal  Invest igat ion Sect ion work  c lose ly  wi th   
po l ice  of f icers  f rom over  for ty  local  Berks  County  pol ice  depar tments ,  s tate  and federal  law 
enforcement  agencies .  The  major i ty  of  the  Berks  County  Detect ives  are   seasoned veterans   

wi th  a  vast  amount  of  po l ice   exper ience   and   exper t ise ,   wh ich   they   acquired   f rom 
specia l i zed schools  and t ra in ing .    

  

The Berks  County  Detect ives  of fer  the i r  specia l i zed ser v ices  to  those  depar tments  that  do  not   
have   the   exper t ise   and /  or  resources    to   successfu l ly  invest igate  a  speci f ic  cr ime.  The  
Cr iminal  Invest igat ion Sect ion is  led by  L ieutenant  Todd Trupp .  Sgt .  Gerardo Vega and Sgt .  
Haro ld  Shenk are  the  f i r s t  l ine  super v isors  for  the  Cr iminal  Invest igat ions  Sect ion,  which  is  

responsib le  for  the  fo l lowing :  

  

• Bad Check Rest i tu t ion Program 

• Bingo Enforcement  

• Chi ld  Abuse  

• Domest ic  V io lence  Uni t  

• Financia l  Cr imes  

• Elder ly  Abuse  (phys ical  and f inancia l )  

• Major  Cr ime  

• Megan’s  Law Enforcement  

• Precious  Metals  Uni t  

  

 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION 
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      CHILD ABUSE INVESTIGATIONS 
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The Bad Check Rest i tut ion Program was developed to  ass is t  local  merchants wi th  bad 

check losses .   The pr imar y goal  of  the program is  to  obtain fu l l  rest i tut ion for  the v ict im, 

without  adding to  the f inancia l  burden of  the c r iminal  just ice  system. F i r s t  t ime bad 

check of fenders  are  g iven the oppor tunity  to  avo id c r iminal  prosecut ion by  at tending a  

mandator y  inter vent ion c lass ,  in  addi t ion to  pay ing rest i tut ion.    
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The Internet  Cr imes A gainst  
Chi ldren Task Force is  a  
nat ional  network of  61 
coordinated task forces 
represent ing over  3 ,500 

federal ,  s tate  and local  law 
enforcement and 

prosecutor ia l  agenc ies.   
These agenc ies  are  

cont inual ly  engaged in  
proact ive  and react ive  

invest igat ions and 
prosecut ions  of  persons 

involved in  chi ld  abuse and 
exploitat ion involv ing the 

internet .  The Berks  County  
Detect ives  has  two 

detect ives  who are  c ross -
des ignated members of  the 

FBI ’s  Task Force A gainst  
Chi ld Pornography.   

INTERNET CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN 

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

Arrests Search

Warrants

Subpoenas Cyber Tip

13 

43 

129 

81 

19 21 

110 

91 

14 

31 

101 

41 

11 

29 

0 

26 

NUMBER OF 

CASES 
ICAC 

2017

2016

2015

2014



T h e  Fo r en s ic  S e r v i c es  Un i t  i s  l ed  by  L ieu ten a nt  To d d  Tr u p p .    

S e r g ea n t  Ro b er t  J o h n so n  a n d  C o r p o r a l  J u s t in  M o r row  a r e  t h e  f i r s t  l i n e  

su p er v i so r s  fo r  t h i s  u n i t .  

T h r ee  d etec t i ves ,  t wo  c i v i l i a n  c o m p u te r  a n a l y s t s  a n d  o n e  c i v i l i a n  su p p o r t  

s t a f f  a r e  a ss ig n ed  to  t h i s  u n i t ,  w h ic h  i s  r esp o n s ib le  fo r  t h e  fo l l ow in g :  

Au to m a ted  F in g er p r in t  I d en t i f i ca t io n  S y s tem  ( A F I S ) ,  C r im e  S c en e  

P ro c ess in g ,  C o m p u te r  a n d  C e l lu la r  Te lep h o ne  Fo r en s ic s ,  C r a sh  

Rec o n s t r u c t io n ,  DU I  P ro c ess in g  C en te r  a n d  P h a r m a c eu t i ca l  D ro p  B ox  

P ro g r a m .    
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The Pharmaceut ica l  Drop Box  Program is  a  cooperat ive  ef for t  between the Distr ict  

At torney’s  Of f ice ,  the Counci l  on Chemical  Abuse (COCA) ,  and the Berks  County So l id  

Waste Author i ty.  Th is  program al lows Berks  County  Res idents  to  d iscard unused or  

unwanted medicat ion year - round at  secure locat ions .   Medicat ions are  co l lected in  many  

forms inc luding:  tab let ,  l iquid,  o intment ,  inhaler,  powder or  patch.   

      PHARMACEUTICAL COLLECTIONS 
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BERKS  COUNT Y  DROPBOX  LOCATIONS  

 
• A m i t y  T o w n s h i p  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  –  2 0 0 4  W e a v e r to w n  R o a d ,  D o u g l a s s v i l l e  

• B a l l y  P o l i c e  D e p a r tm e n t  –  4 2 5  C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t ,  B a l l y  

• B e r k s  C o u n t y  A g r i c u l t u ra l  C e n t e r  –  1 s t  F l .  L o b b y ,  1 3 2 8  W e l f a r e  R o a d ,  L e e s p o r t  

• B e r k s  C o u n t y  C o r o n e r ’ s  O f f i c e  –  1 0 4 7  M a c Ar t h u r  R o a d ,  S u i t e  2 0 0 ,  R e a d i n g  

• B e r n  T o w n s h i p  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  –  1 0 6 9  O l d  B e r n v i l l e  R o a d ,  R e a d i n g  

• B i r d s b o r o  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  –  2 0 0  E .  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  B i r d s b o r o  

• B o y e r t o w n  P o l i c e  D e p a r tm e n t  –  1 0 0  S .  W a s h i n g t o n  S t r e e t ,  B o y e r to w n  

• B r e c k n o c k  T o w n s h i p  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  –  8 8 9  A l l e g h e n y v i l l e  R o a d ,  M o h n t o n  

• C a e r n a r v o n  T o w n s h i p  P o l i c e  D e p a r tm e n t  –  3 3 0 7  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  M o r g a n t o w n  

• C e n t r a l  B e r k s  R e g i o n a l  P o l i c e  D e p a r tm e n t  –  2 1 4 7  P e r k i o m e n  A v e n u e ,  R e a d i n g  

• C u m r u  T o w n s h i p  P o l i c e  D e p a r tm e n t  –  1 7 7 5  W e l s h  R o a d ,  M o h n t o n  

• D o u g l a s s  T o w n s h i p  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  –  1 0 6 8  D o u g l a s s  D r i v e ,  B o y e r t o w n ,   

• E x e t e r  T o w n s h i p  P o l i c e  D e p a r tm e n t  –  4 9 7 5  D e m o s s  R o a d ,  R e a d i n g  

• F l e e t w o o d  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  –  1 1 0  W .  A r c h  S t r e e t ,  F l e e t w o o d  

• H a m b u r g  P o l i c e  D e p a r tm e n t  –  6 1 .  N .  T h i r d  S t r e e t ,  H a m b u r g  

• K u t z t o w n  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  –  4 5  R a i l r o a d  S t r e e t ,  K u t z t o w n  

• L a u r e l d a l e  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  –  3 4 0 6  K u t z to w n  R o a d ,  R e a d i n g  

• M u h l e n b e r g  T o w n s h i p  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  –  2 1 0  G e o r g e  S t r e e t ,  R e a d i n g  

• P e n n  S t a t e  B e r k s  P o l i c e  –  P e r k i n s  S t u d e n t  C e n t e r ,  2 0 8 0  T u l p e h o c k e n  R o a d ,  

R e a d i n g  

• R e a d i n g  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t –  C i t y  H a l l  8 1 5  W a s h i n g t o n  S t r e e t ,  R e a d i n g  

• R o b e s o n i a  B o r o ug h  H a l l  –  7 5  S .  B r o o k e  S t r e e t ,  R o b e s o n i a  

• S h i l l i n g t o n  P o l i c e  D e p a r tm e n t  –  9 9 9  E .  B r o a d  S t r e e t ,  S h i l l i n g t o n  

• S i n k i n g  S p r i n g  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  –  3 9 4 0  P e n n  A v e n u e ,  S i n k i n g  S p r i n g  

• S p r i n g  T o w n s h i p  P o l i c e  D e p a r tm e n t  –  2 8 0 0  S h i l l i n g t o n  R o a d ,  R e a d i n g  

• T i l d e n  T o w n s h i p  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  –  8 7 0  H e x  H i g h w a y ,  H a m b ur g  

• T u l p e h o c k e n  T o w n s h i p  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  –  2 2  R e h r e r s b ur g  R o a d ,  R e h r e r s b u rg  

• W e s t  R e a d i n g  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  –  5 0 0  C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t ,  W e s t  R e a d i n g  

• W e s t e r n  B e r k s  R e g i o n a l  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  –  1 0 0  N .  R e b e r  S t r e e t ,  W e r n e r s v i l l e  

• W y o m i s s i n g  P o l i c e  D e p a r tm e n t  –  2 2  R e a d i n g  B o u l e v a r d ,  W y o m i s s i n g  
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The e leven detect ives  and one 
c iv i l ian Inte l l igence Analyst  

are  responsible  for  
invest igat ing drug and narcot ic  

t raf f icking operat ions,  
v io lat ions  of  f i rearms laws,  

prost i tut ion and human 
t raf f icking act iv i t ies  and 

i l legal  gambl ing invest igat ions  
ex ist ing wi th in  the County  of  

Berks .    
 

      NARCOTIC INVESTIGATION 
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The Narcotics Unit is led by Lieutenant Nelson Ortiz.  

Sergeants Todd Harris and Pasquale Leporace are 

the first line supervisors for this unit. 



In  Ju ly  2015,  due to  the a larming hero in  overdose epidemic ,  D istr ic t  At torney John T.  

Adams,  in i t iated the “Naloxone Program” for  any  po l ice  depar tments that  were wi l l ing to  

par t ic ipate ,   The program g ives po l ice  of f icers  the legal  r ight ,  under  “Dav id’s  Law”  Act  

139,  to  administer  the drug Naloxone to  any  v ic t im of  hero in  and/or  opioid overdose.   

Naloxone is  a  medicat ion that  can reverse an overdose that  i s  caused by  any  opioid 

drug.   When administered dur ing an overdose,  Naloxone b locks the ef fects  of  op ioids on 

the bra in  an restores  breathing to  the ind iv idual  w i th in  two to  e ight  minutes .    

 

      NALOXONE PROGRAM 
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Operat ion Night l ight  i s  a  jo int  operat ion between the Berks  County  D istr ic t  At torney’s  

Of f ice ,  Adult  Probat ion Of f ice,  Juveni le  Probat ion Of f ice ,  Reading Pol ice  Depar tment  and 

the Berks  County Sher i f f ’s  Depar tment .   Th is  program pai rs  probat ion of f icers  wi th  

pol ice of f icers  who work together  to  make unannounced v is i ts  to  the homes,  schools  

and workplaces  of  h igh - r isk  probat ioners  dur ing non - t radi t ional  hours .    

 

 

      OPERATION NIGHTLIGHT 
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