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The preparation of this report has been financed in part through grants from the U.S. Department of 
Transportation and the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation.  The contents of this report reflect 
the views of the authors who are responsible for the facts and the accuracy of the data presented herein.  
The contents do not necessarily reflect the official policies of the U.S. Department of Transportation, 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration (FTA) or the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania at the time of publication.  This report does not constitute a standard, specification, or 
regulation.

The Reading Area Transportation Study (RATS) fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, Executive Order 12898 on Environmental Justice, and related nondiscrimination statutes and 
regulations in all programs and activities. The Berks County/RATS website provides language translation 
software, offering translation between English, Spanish, and multiple other languages. Publications and 
other public documents can be made available in alternative languages and formats, if requested.  Any 
person w h o  b e l i e v e s  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  aggrieved by an unlawful discriminatory practice 
by RATS under Title VI has a right to file a formal complaint. Any such complaint must be in writing 
and filed with RATS’s Title VI Compliance Officer and/or the appropriate state or federal agency 
within 180 days of the alleged discriminatory occurrence. For more information on RATS’ Title VI 
program, or to obtain copies of RATS’ Title VI Policies, Complaint Procedures, or Complaint Form, 
please contact the Title VI Compliance Officer at (610) 478-6300 x6304, email planning@berkspa.
gov, or visit our website at https://www.berkspa.gov/departments/planning-commission/transportation-
reading-mpo/reading-area-transportation-study-2023-meeting-schedule.

In accordance with the requirements of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 
(“ADA”), RATS will not discriminate against qualified individuals with disabilities based on disability 
in its services, programs, or activities.  RATS’ public meetings are always held in ADA-accessible 
facilities and in transit-accessible locations when possible.  Auxiliary services can be provided 
to individuals who submit a request at least seven (7) days prior to a meeting.  Requests made 
within seven (7) days will be accommodated to the greatest extent possible.  Anyone who requires 
an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication, or a modification of policies or procedures to 
participate in a program, service, or activity of RATS, or has complaints that a program, service, or 
activity of RATS is not accessible to persons with disabilities please contact the ADA Point of Contact 
at (610) 478-6300 x6304, email planning@berkspa.gov, or visit our website at https://www.berkspa.
gov/departments/planning-commission/transportation-reading-mpo/reading-area-transportation-study-
2023-meeting-schedule.

Documents will be made available in alternative languages or formats if requested.  Persons requiring 
additional accommodations or those with questions should call 610-478-6300.

Estos informes y/o documentos estarán disponibles en diversos lenguajes y formatos si es necesario. 
Personas que necesiten acomodo razonable o con preguntas pueden comunicarse l 610-478-6300.
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English
ATTENTION: If you speak another language, language assistance is available to you FREE OF CHARGE.
Call 610.478.6300 

Español
Atención: Si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística.
Llame al 610.478.6300

中文
注意：如果您講廣東話或普通話，您可以免費獲得語言援助服務。請致電 610.478.6300

Tiếng Việt
CHÚ Ý: Nếu bạn nói Tiếng Việt, có các dịch vụ hỗ trợ ngôn ngữ miễn phí dành cho bạn.
Gọi số 610.478.6300

한국어
주의: 한국어를 사용하시는 경우, 언어 지원 서비스를 무료로 이용하실 수 있습니다. 610.478.6300

Français
ATTENTION: Si vous parlez français, des services d'aide linguistique vous sont proposés gratuitement.
Appelez le 610.478.6300

العربیة 
ملحوظة: إذا كنت تتحدث اللغة العربیة، فإن خدمات المساعدة اللغویة تتوافر لك بالمجان. اتصل برقم المبرقة الكاتبة: 610.478.6300

עברית
שים לב :אם אתה מדבר עברית ,סיוע בשפה  ,ללא תשלום ,זמינים עבורך .התקשר 610.478.6300

Hmoob
LUS CEEV: Yog tias koj hais lus Hmoob, cov kev pab txog lus, muaj kev pab dawb rau koj.
Hu rau 610.478.6300

Pусский
ВНИМАНИЕ: Если вы говорите на pyccком языке, то вам доступны бесплатные услуги перевода.
Звоните 610.478.6300

Tagalog
PAUNAWA: Kung nagsasalita ka ng Tagalog, maaari kang gumamit ng mga serbisyo ng tulong se wika
nang walang bayad. Tumawag sa 610.478.6300

Deutsche
ACHTUNG: Wenn Sie Deutsch sprechen, erhalten Sie kostenlose sprachliche Unterstützungsdienste.
Telefonnummer 610.478.6300

日本人
注：日本語を話す人は、無料で言語サポートを利用することができます。電話番号 610.478.6300

Italiano 
ATTENZIONE: se parli italiano, l'assistenza linguistica, a titolo gratuito, è a tua disposizione. Chiama il
numero 610.478.6300  

610.478.6300 

610.478.6300. 

: 610.478.6300



Português
POR FAVOR, OBSERVE: se você fala português, assistência linguística, grátis, está à sua disposição.
Ligue para 610.478.6300

Nederlands
LET OP: als u Nederlands spreekt, is taalondersteuning gratis. Bel 610.478.6300

Ελληνικά
ΠΡΟΣΟΧΗ: αν μιλάτε ελληνικά, η υποστήριξη γλώσσας είναι διαθέσιμη δωρεάν. Καλέστε 610.478.6300

Polskie
UWAGA: jeśli mówisz po polsku, obsługa języków jest dostępna bezpłatnie. Zadzwoń 610.478.6300

Српски
ПАЖЊА: Ако говорите српски, на располагању вам је бесплатна помоћ. Позив 610.478.6300

Hrvatski
Pažnja: Ako govorite hrvatski, besplatna vam je pomoć dostupna. Nazovite 610.478.6300

Українська
Увага: якщо ви розмовляєте по-українськи, ви можете отримати безкоштовну допомогу.
Зателефонуйте за номером 610.478.6300

فارسی
توجھ: اگر حرف فارسی رایگان رایگان دریافت کمک. تماس 610.478.6300

: , : . 
610.478.6300

বাঙািল

Română
Atenție: Dacă vorbești limba română, poți obține ajutor gratuit. Telefon 610.478.6300

Albanian
Kujdes: Nëse ju flisni gjuhën shqipe, mund të merrni ndihmë falas. Telefoni 610.478.6300

Laotian
ຂໍ້ ຄວນລະວັ ງ: ຖ້າທ່ານເວົ້າພາສາລາວ, ທ່ານຈະໄດ້ຮັ ບການຊ່ວຍເຫື ຼ ອຟຣີ . ໂທ 610.478.6300

Türk
Dikkat: Türkçe konuşursanız, ücretsiz yardım alırsınız. 610.478.6300 'i arayın

ਪੰਜਾਬੀ
ਨੋਟ: ਜੇ ਤੁਸੀ ਂ ਪੰਜਾਬੀ ਬੋਲਦ ੇ ਹੋ ਤਾਂ ਤੁਸੀ ਂ ਮੁਫਤ ਮਦਦ ਲੈ ਸਕਦ ੇ ਹੋ. ਕਾਲ 610.478.6300

610.478.6300: 

: , . 610.478.6300

: 
. 610.478.6300

: , 610.478.6300
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Bahasa Indonesia
Perhatian: Jika Anda berbicara bahasa Indonesia, Anda dapat menerima bantuan gratis.
Hubungi 610.478.6300

አማርኛ
ማስጠንቀቂያ: በአማርኛ የሚናገሩ ከሆነ, ነጻ እርዳታ ማግኘት ይችላሉ. በ 610.478.6300 ላይ መደወል

Yorùbá
Ifarabalẹ: Ti o ba sọ ni Yorùbá, o le gba iranlọwọ ọfẹ. Pe 610.478.6300

Igbo
Ntị: Ọ bụrụ na ị na-asụ Igbo, ịnwere ike ịnweta enyemaka n'efu. Kpọọ 610.478.6300

ລາວ
ໂປດຊາບ: ຖ້າວ່າ ທ່ ານເວ້ົ າພາສາ ລາວ, ການບໍ ລິ ການຊ່ວຍເຫຼື ອດ້ານພາສາ, ໂດຍບໍ ່ ເສັ ຽຄ່ າ, ແມ່ ນມີ ພ້ ອມໃຫ້ ທ່ ານ. ໂທຣ
610.478.6300

日本語
注意事項：日本語を話される場合、無料の言語支援をご利用いただけます。610.478.6300.まで、お電
話にてご連絡ください。

610.478.6300

610.478.6300

: , 610.478.6300
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
INTRODUCTION
The FFY 2025-2028 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) was adopted by the Reading Area Transportation Study 
Coordinating Committee, the designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for transportation in Berks County, on May 
16, 2024.  It covers the four-year period from October 1, 2024 through September 30, 2028.

PROGRAM SUMMARY
The TIP contains 112 highway, bridge, and transit projects totaling $365,803,185 for the phases to be advanced during the next 
four years.  It includes 95 projects valued at $284,194,806 addressing the highway system and bridges and 17 projects valued at 
$81,608,379 addressing the transit system.  

Cost Summary by Program, Reading MPO TIP

FFY 2025 FFY 2026 FFY 2027 FFY 2028 Total

Highway 
Program $62,797,000 $63,748,000 $79,010,500 $78,69,306 $284,194,806

Transit 
Program 
(BARTA)

$19,815,113 $19,840,978 $20,430,634 $21,521,648 $81,608,379

Grand Total Cost – 4-Year Highway and Transit Program: $365,803,185

There is also a statewide Interstate Management Program that is separate from the regional TIP.  Two projects located in Berks 
County with a value of $13,942,000 are included in that program.

GENERAL OVERVIEW OF THE TIP
 • The TIP covers a four-year period and is updated every other year.
 • The TIP is the agreed upon list of specific priority projects.
 • The TIP is authorization to seek funding.
 • The TIP shows estimated costs and schedule by project phase.
 • The TIP is financially constrained.
 • The TIP may be changed after it is adopted.
 • The TIP is NOT a final schedule of project implementation.
 • The TIP is NOT a guarantee of project implementation.

TIP DOCUMENT
This TIP document does not need to be read from cover to cover and is developed in sections to help the reader locate 
information of interest.  

Section 1 provides the background information on this TIP and informs the reader of the steps involved in TIP development.

Section 2 provides information on the TIP Financial Plan as well as how project selection occurs and how those projects selected 
using federal transportation funds help achieve national performance goals.  Projects that have been implemented or delayed 
are identified and narratives that provide an explanation of the work to be performed for all highway, bridge, and interstate 
projects programmed on the TIP are included.  Project maps identifying the location and distribution of projects across Berks 
County can be found at the end of this section.

Similarly, Section 3 provides information on the Transit Financial Plan, transit project selection process, and transit performance 
measures.  The transit narratives can be found at the end of this section. 

Finally, the appendices provide the following information:

 • Appendix A – procedures for TIP Development, Prioritization and Administrative Actions
 • Appendix B – Financial Guidance
 • Appendix C – Air Quality Conformity Documentation and Resolution
 • Appendix D – MPO Organizational Structure and Self-Certification Resolution
 • Appendix E – Public Participation Policy, Environmental Justice Documentation, and Public Participation 

Documentation
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Summary
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REGIONAL CONSENSUS
The production of the TIP is the culmination of the transportation planning process and represents a consensus among state 
and regional officials as to what near term improvements to pursue.  Consensus is crucial because, before committing significant 
sums of money, the federal and state governments want assurances that all interested parties have participated in developing 
the priorities.  A project’s inclusion in the TIP signifies regional agreement on the priority of the project and establishes eligibility 
for federal funding.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
The public review and comment period for this TIP began on March 24, 2024, and ended on April 23, 2024.  Two public meetings 
were held during this period (April 8, 2024, and April 11, 2024).  There was a total of 7 comments received during this period.  
The comments received and responses to those comments can be found in Appendix E.  

FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS
The TIP is a requirement of federal transportation legislation. The current federal surface transportation legislation, entitled the 
“Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act” (IIJA), was enacted in November 2021. This legislation is also known as the “Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law (BIL).  It builds on the prior legislation “Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act” (FAST ACT – 2015) and 
“Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century” (MAP-21 -2012).  MAP-21 prescribed transportation investment in a balanced 
approach through a guaranteed commitment to highways and bridges, public transit, intermodal projects and advanced 
technologies.  The FAST Act retained most of the transit and highway program structure enacted with MAP-21 and adds two 
new highway initiatives – the National Freight Program, an apportioned program to fund freight-related highway improvements 
and the Nationally Significant Freight and Highway Projects program that will provide competitively-selected grants for large-
scale highway, bridge, rail-grade crossings, intermodal and freight rail projects.  The IIJA also introduces new programs - the 
Carbon Reduction Program and the Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient and Cost-Saving Transportation 
(PROTECT) Program as well as numerous other competitive programs.

The IIJA authorizes over $567 billion nationwide for transportation purposes over the five-year period FFY 2022 - 2026.  Funds 
are administered through the US Department of Transportation’s Federal highway Administration (FHWA) and Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA).  Additional funds are made available by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to match federal funding 
in various ratios, and to provide 100 percent financing of selected projects.  Documentation of the funding can be found in 
Appendix B.

TIP RELATION TO THE LONG-RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN
Regionally significant projects must be drawn from the region’s long-range plan and all projects in the TIP must help to implement 
the goals of the plan.  The long-range plan, also required by federal law, is the document that helps direct transportation and 
land use decisions over a minimum 20-year horizon.  The TIP represents the translation of the current long-range transportation 
plan into a short-term program of improvements.

TIP RELATION TO THE CLEAN AIR ACT
The Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 require that all transportation plans, programs and projects conform to the purpose of 
State Implementation Plans (SIPs) to attain national air quality standards.  A TIP is said to conform if it is drawn from a conforming 
plan as determined by an emissions analysis.  The regionally significant projects in the FFY 2025-2028 TIP are a subset of the 
regionally significant projects contained in the long-range transportation plan.

The TIP and long range plan have been tested for conformity and found to meet all requirements, including the critical test that 
Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) and Oxides of Nitrogen (NOx) emissions are less than any budget established by the state 
for the budget year and any subsequent analysis year.  Documentation of the TIP conformity finding is included as Appendix C.

TIP RELATION TO THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT
The preparation of an Environmental Justice Summary is required by Executive Order 12898 of 1994 and is based on Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  It requires recipients of federal aid to certify and ensure nondiscrimination in the use of those 
funds.  In support of that, a separate document, the FFY 2025-2028 Environmental Justice (EJ) Summary was prepared.  The 
report found no disproportionately high or adverse effects to minority and low-income populations throughout Berks County.  
A summary of the EJ Summary can be found in Appendix E.
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