
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assesssmentss for Funnded Seervices 

Two proograms fundded, in totall or partial ffunding, by Medicaid is the Agingg Waiver 
programm and the OOPTIONS prrogram. 

In order to receive services funded through these programs, a referral forr services iss 
made too the Area AAgency on AAging and aa needs asssessment iis conducteed by an AAAA 
(certifiedd) assessorr. Referralss can comee from manyy different ssources. It may be thee 
individuaal themselvves, a familyy member, a concerneed communnity membeer, hospital 
represenntative, rehabilitation hhospital reppresentativee, nursing oor personal care homee. 
The AAAA Intake staaff will gather information from thee referent aand is forwaarded for 
assessmment scheduling. 

Since in-home, heaalth-related services are based on need, acccess beginss with a “neeeds 
assessmment” conduucted by a ccertified assessor. Thee assessorr will conducct an 
assessmment, in the individual’ss home, utilizing the leevel of caree assessmeent tool to 
determinne the curreent functionning needs of the indivvidual. Oncee the assesssment 
outcomee determinaation is estaablished, the individuaal may be eligible for aaging servicces 
based on further prrogram requirements ffor eligibilityy. 

Upon meeting eligibility requirrements, seervices throough the Agging Waiverr program oor 
OPTIONNS programm are providded to the inndividual, aallowing theem to remain in their hoome 
of choicee for as lonng as possibble. 

The Aginng Waiver pprogram alllows for thee provision of an intensive level oof care for 
home-baased servicces. These services aare referred to as the AAging Waiveer. The 
programm has speciffic eligibilityy requiremeents; howevver, the goaal is to keepp individuals in 
their homme of choicce for as lonng as possible, avoidinng nursing home placeement. It is 
called a ‘waiver’ proogram becaause servicces are fundded throughh a special waiver of 
certain mmedical asssistance resstrictions allowing payyments typiccally used ffor nursing 
home caare to be ussed for homme care servvices. 

The OPTTIONS proggram servicces can serrve an indivvidual (age 60 and older) who is nnot 
Medicaidd eligible. SServices aree provided through a ccost sharedd system beetween the 
individuaal and the pprogram funnds. 


