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America250PA Berks Agenda 
June 17, 2026 at 8:00am via Microsoft Teams 

 
Welcome - Commissioner Leinbach 
  
Public Comment Notice - 
  
Public Comments on Agenda Items - 
  

• Update from America250PA - 
  

• Committee Reports 
o Website Committee www.America250PABerks.com - Heather Adams Chair 
o Social Media/Events Update - Jonathan Heintzman 
o Berks County Liberty Bell - Christian Leinbach 

• Discuss 2026 event (This will be the final event of America250PA Berks) 
o AG Committee - Amanda Burkard-Sell 
o Underground Rail Road - Dr. Tamara Smith/Pastor Brookins/Phyllis Mitchell 
o History Committee - Laurel Miller 
o Art & Culture Committee -  Keri Shultz 
o 2026 America250PABerks Celebration Book - Donna Reed & Laurel Miller Co-Chairs 

Book design and production on the Berks/US 275th. Considering joint America250PA 
Berks County & Berks275th. 

o Youth Library Project – TBD 
 

Old Business - 
• Berks County Liberty Bell Event. 

o Details: 
• Date 7/8/2026 
• Run Through at 11:15am with participants 
• Front of Berks County Services Center. Chairs will be set up for the audience as 

well as the Ringgold Band (In case of bad weather it will be in the second floor 
auditorium in the County Services Center) 

• Ringgold Band - confirmed 
 Perform 11:40am until noon 
 National Anthem - lead with audience singing 
 God Bless America - lead with audience singing 
 America the Beautiful - Closing / lead with audience singing 

o Program begins at Noon 7/8/26. 
• Welcome - Commissioner Leinbach 
• Introduction of Special Guests - Commissioner Leinbach 
• Opening Prayer - Rabbi Brian I. Michelson/Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom 
• National Anthem - Ringgold Band and audience 
• Pledge - Will Tobin/Retired Army Chief Warrant Officer | Deputy Director, 

Berks County VA 
• History of the Bell - Berks History Center 
• Speaker America250PA - TBD 
• God Bless America - Ringgold Band with Audience 
• Ringing the Bell - 13 strikes  

http://www.america250paberks.com/
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• Reading of the Declaration of Ind. - Dr. Dale Cake (5th Great Grandson) & 
Jennifer Loveland (6th Great Granddaughter) of Berks County Sheriff Henry 
Vanderslice who read the Declaration on July 8, 1776, at the Berks County 
Courthouse. 

• Reading in Spanish – Pastor Nicholas Camacho  
• Reading in German - Laurel Miller 
• Comments from Commissioners 

 Rivera 
 Santoni 
 Leinbach - We will likely use this event to end the 250th and transition 

focus towards the Berks275th 
• Closing Prayer - Berks County Court of Common Pleas Judge Scott Lash 
• American the Beautiful - Ringgold Band and Audience 

New Business - 
No additional stand-alone event. We will continue to partner with other organizations events 
even beyond July 8th. 
  
Upcoming Events - 

• Robesonia’s 250th Anniversary-Annual Street Fair- 6/26/26 
• Daniel Boone Homestead event 6/27/26 
• Fleetwood Area America250 Celebration Parade 6/28/26 
• West Reading-Wyomissing Field of Honor 7/2/26 
• Reading Buccaneers in the official America250PA Parade in Philadelphia 7/3/26 
• Wyomissing 4th of July Parade 7/4/26 
• Star Spangled Spectacular Berks County Fairgrounds w/ the RSO & Fireworks 7/4/26 
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• Berks County Liberty Bell Event. Front of Berks County Services Center. Noon 7/8/26. We will 
likely use this event to end the 250th and transition focus towards the Berks275th 

• Hamburger Festival - 9/5/26 
• Pennsylvania German Cultural Heritage Center’s Heemet Fescht: 9/26/26 

  
Next Meeting - Discuss 
  
Public Comments 
  
Adjourn 
 
 


